
OUTSTANDING MENTOR AWARD

VIDEO LINK : https://youtu.be/vi591FvPR-g



• My name is Mazlan, a mentor to the 
SKST 1 team from Malaysia. I am a 
primary school teacher in a small town 
of Pekan.

• I have a Bachelors Degree in Arabic 
Literature, with a Masters Degree in 
Information Technology. I am currently 
working on my PhD in Humanities 
Technologies.

• I am not a technologist nor am I an 
expert in this area, but it does not deter 
me from exploring the world of 
robotics. 



• Although I am 
considered a newbie –
as I only joined the 
bandwagon last year, I 
have managed to win 
numerous robotics 
competitions both 
nationally and 
internationally.

• I have sacrificed both 
time and money -
mainly to purchase 
robotic sets - to 
further assist my 
interest.



But it is deeply 
satisfying as my 
ultimate goal to 
produce 
outstanding 
students in this 
area has been 
achieved. Bear in 
mind that these 
students are from 
rural areas and 
some are from 
impoverished 
sections.



The height of our success was when the team won the Malaysia 
National MakeX Robotic Competition 2019. It was the most 
prestigious competition that we participated in and it was very 
taxing – both physically and mentally. Prepping the students was 
like going to war – but it was worth it. The sweet smell of 
success. 



I actively promote the benefit of 
robotics to the masses -
especially on the MakeX – both 
online and offline, My ‘Mazlan 
Muhammad Yusof’ Facebook are 
full of entries on robotics as I 
have always believed that 
robotics is a good method to 
teach STEM.



The success of the team has attracted 
media attention. Journalists are writing 
about me and the team and our 
participation in the MakeX in 
Guangzhou which has gained public 
interest. This is especially since we have 
just won a competition in South Korea. 





Teaching students about robotics and programming is not that hard. The most difficult 
challenge is spurring interest in the subject and instilling the never give up attitude in them.



HOW TO SUCCEED WITH YOUR ROBOTICS TEAM

We all want to be 
successful in 
whatever it is we are 
involved in: Our jobs, 
our hobbies and our 
relationships. If you 
are on a robotics 
team, you probably 
want to it to be 
successful too. 
But, what is success 
for a robotics team?



• The Chinese way – learn from 
the best, combine them all 
and become better

But where do I learn from? 
There are many more sources 
you can learn from



• The American way – resources!
Let’s be honest, funds are a big part of being successful in robotics.
Go out there and fundraise like crazy



• The Russian way – working hard
Nothing is easier to do, and had more 
impact on your robot than simply 
putting the most work you possibly 
can into it

• The German way – be organized
Remember to set measurable goals, 
with deadlines. Each prototype –
should have a leader. This will make 
team members take responsibility, 
develop leadership skills and improve 
everything your team does. Your team 
must have a team leader.



Therefore, for a robotics team to be successful it must first choose its own goals and vision, 
and these things vary heavily from team to team, region to region, and even between individuals
Some will define success as providing a fun and fulfilling experience for students, while others might define their 
goal as implementing a wide community outreach program

The Malaysian Way –
“achieving what is desired“


